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2017 Financial Report 

We finished Q4 2017 with $26,000 in the bank and approximately $65,000 in outside 
commitments.  This equates to $91,000 that we have access to as liquid (spendable 
assets). 
 
In terms of donations, we received $13,286 in tithes and offerings and another $9,184 in 
outside donations.  The “tithes and offerings” is what we would consider “organic” 
income in that it came from those who attend The Hills Church on a regular basis.  The 
“outside donations” come from organizations and individuals committed to helping 
church starts like us get going.  Long term we cannot depend on these funds and will 
eventually need to replace them.  For now, however, these contributions represent a 
much needed support mechanism for a young church like ours. 
 
Our 2018 budget is set at an expected income of $88,228 and anticipated expenses at 
$101,376.  This is obviously showing over $13,000 in a shortfall.  However, we are 
expecting that our income will grow in 2018.  We also have the $91,000 balance to draw 
from as necessary. 
 
Our expenses for Q4 2017 was a total of $20,670 and is broken down as shown on the 
graphic below.   

 

Of worthy comment is that less than $9000 of that went towards salaries.  Currently we 
don’t have a single pastor that is “full time” including Matthew our Senior Pastor.  We 
expect and WANT this to change, but we also want to be very cautious about such a 
transition.  We want to make sure that as we bring on full time staff, supporting their 



salaries and benefits is sustainable long term.  We will update everyone as this 
changes, but for now we will maintain the status quo, which provides Matthew with a 
housing allowance and a small monthly salary for Dero and Nhagi. 
 
For the entire year of 2017, we spent a little less than $7000 on “outreach” which is 
really what we are all about.  We want to be in the community loving Jesus and loving 
our neighbors.  Our presence in and commitment to the community has been felt and 
received in a positive way.  We will ALWAYS do more of the same.  It is in our 
DNA.  Sports camps, teacher luncheons, Donuts and Coffee, popcorn and bounce 
houses - these all cost money, but it is money well spent and has proven to be very 
tangible ways to love our community. 
 

 

We also have a commitment to pass along 20% of tithes and offerings to other 
ministries.  One of the best ways to experience God is to find out what he is already 
doing and then get involved in those things.  And so we have.  The graphic below 
outlines several of the ministries we have supported financially as a church in 2017 
(over $10,000 worth) and plan to continue more of the same in 2018.  These people are 
doing a great work for the Kingdom of God and a great service to the community - and 
YOU have participated in that, through your generous contributions to The Hills 
Church.  We are humbled and grateful for your sacrifice. 
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Finally, let me close with this.  Please know that every dollar you give is sacred.  One 
Sunday, someone wrote anonymously on their connect card that they were 
embarrassed they could only give $1.  My mind went immediately to Mark 12.  I didn’t 
remember chapter and verse, but I remembered the story.  In Verses 41 and following, 
Jesus commends a widow, who put in 2 pennies, as giving more generously than all 
those who put in many hundreds of dollars.  In God’s economy, it’s not about how big 
your wallet is, it’s about how big your heart is.  Please do not let how little you can put 
the offering on Sunday define you.  At the same time, do not let how much you can put 
in the offering define you either.  God may be way more impressed with the one who 
gave $1 than the other who gave $1000. If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, then you 
are a child of THE KING!  Let that define you.  Every dollar is indeed sacred and it is our 
job and our commitment to handle each gift in a way that honors you and especially 
honors God. 
 
Thanks for reading. 
Thanks for caring.  

 

Kevin Geiger – Financial Advisory Board Treasurer 

 

  


